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- PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE OF 1951 GRAIN PRODUCTION
IN THE USSR AND THE EUROPEAN SATELLITES

Summary

Production of the major grains in the USSR and its European Satellites*
in 1951 is tentatively estimated to be 128.7 million metric tons (range: 120
million to 135 million tons), of which the USSR is estimated to have produced
86.5 million tons (range: 80 millicn to 90 million tons) and the Satellites
42.2 million tons (range: 40 million to 44 million tons). This crop is the
largest harvested since the war, although the combined total is only 91 per-
cent of the prewar average production. With the exception of a few areas,
the growing conditions under which this crop was produced ranged from
good to excellent throughout the growing season for winter-** and spring-
sown grains.

If these estimates are approximately accurate, taking into consideration
the domestic distribution patterns of past years, it is possible for the USSR
and the Satellites to obtain*** an unconsumed combined surplus of 6 million
to 8 million tons of grain for reserves and for trade.

1. USSR Production.

Weather in the USSR generally was favorable for the development of
winter- and spring-sown grains except in a few areas. The dry weather of
late June and J uly came after the critical period for the development of
winter and spring grains, and harvesting losses were at a minimum, as con-
trasted to 1950, when excessive rain fell during the harvest period. The
total grain crop in 1951 is estimated to be 86.5 million metric tons (range:
80 million to 90 million tons), or the largest since before the war. (See

* Included in the European Satellites are Poland, East Germany, Czecho-
slovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Albania.

** Winter grain includes wheat and rye seeded in the fall of 1950 for har-
vest in the early summer of 1951, and spring grain includes wheat, rye, bar-
ley, cats, and corn seeded in the spring of 1950 and harvested during the fol-
lowing summer and fall.

**¥ Because of the increase in population and the failure of total grain pro-
duction to reach prewar levels, the USSR and the European Satellites have
had to control the amount of grain for domestic consumption in order to
carry out the programs for state reserves and export.

S-E-C-R-E-T
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Table 1.) The 1951 crop is considerably above the 1950 level, although 10 per-
cent below the prewar (1935-39) average production. On a per capita basis,
1951 grain production is 15 percent below the prewar level. Production of
bread grains is slightly above the prewar level, while coarse-grain output

is only 71 percent of the prewar level. Since grain products form approxi-
mately 70 percent of the diet of the Soviet people, bread-grain production

for direct human consumption has been emphasized at the expense of coarse
grains for the livestock expansion program.

If the policy of the Kremlin so dictates, from 2.5 million to 5 million
metric tons of grain can be extracted from the 1951 estimated production for
trade and reserves. About 2.5 million tons of grain already have been com-
mitted for export during the 1951-52 trade year. The only known Soviet Bloc
commitment is an agreement to supply East Germany with 945,000 metric
tons from the 1951 crop.

2. Satellite Production.

Growing conditions for the development of winter- and spring-sown
grains generally have been advantageous throughout the Satellite countries.
Because of rain, the harvesting of bread grains was delayed in Bulgaria,
Hungary, and Rumania and may have resulted in somewhat above-normal
harvesting losses. These losses, however, are not considered large enough
to affect materially the total grain supply.

The production of all grains in 1951, in the Satellites as a whole, esti-
mated at 42.2 million metric tons (range: 40 million to 44 million tons), is
the largest since World War II. (See Tables 2 through 9.) Acreage and pro-
duction, however, are still 8 percent below the prewar average. '

It is estimated that the Satellites may have a combined net exportable
surplus* from the 1951 harvest of approximately 3 million tons of bread
grains plus a small quantity of coarse grains. This surplus, which is the
quantity in excess of estimated domestic consumption, will be available for
trade and stockpiling. It is believed, however, that above-normal quanti-
ties of grain probably will be required to replace the stocks depleted in
1950, particularly in Bulgaria, Hungary, and Rumania, the countries most
affected by the drought in 1950.

* This is a statistical surplus based on the assumption that all grain not
utilized by the peasants on their farms will enter commercial channels.

-9 -
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